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President 6s Message

It Starts With Us!

When ljoined this association 30 years ago, | certainly never pictured myself taking this particular
path of leading our association. As | started reminiscing about my journey of where and how | began, it
occurred to me that we all have to start somewhetartéd out working for a solo practitioner who focused
mainly on family law. A couple of years later, | moved to a large firm and that is where | gained the majority
of my experience. ltdés also where | | earned about

| remember my first meetidgit was May of 1990 in Beaumont, Texas. There were 16 of us from
El Paso. We flew to Houston and rented a van and drove the rest of the way to Beaumont. Back then our

association was known as TALS and everywhere you turned, yodwsd hear peopl e say, Al
We used to wonder what that meant. Well, after tt
enough. We attended every meeting we could. | remember thinking, WOW! These women are amazing
andtalentedandsmr t . And t hlavastheoked.l | it took

Over the years, | have watched these women lead our association with determination, passion, and
dedication. | became friends with them and | learned from them and they are the ones who pushed me into
more and rare leadership roles and pushed me to get my certification. | feel very blessed and lucky to still
have them as friends and to have them still supporting me throughout my journey.

If you are the type of person who thinks you could never get up and ispiealit of a group, big
or small, there is hope for you because | used to be that person. | realized that with each stepkitapk
on chairmanships and serving as an officer in my local claptgained more and more confidence and
before | knew it] could get up and speak without stumbling over my words or trembling. You have to put
in the wok to get where you want to beol¥ cannot sit back and wait for it to happen. You have to want
to make it happen. Remember, you only get out what you p8bimvhy sit on the sidelines and watch
everything pass you by?

Be Committed. Be involved. Participate!
As we move our association forward in this egeolving age of technology, we need to not only

stay relevant, we need to stay current. It is cfiticat we find ways to use technology to our advantage in
order to grow our membership and keep up with the needs of our meMbaralways hear people say,

fGange is good. o Well, someti mes change daof neces
change, that wants to move forward and try new th
Your idea could be the one wedbve been |l ooking for

perfect. | am not perfect and | will prdidg make mistakes, but as long as we can learn from our mistakes,
that s how we grow.

My hope is that we empower our members to want to do more so that they reach their full potential.
I look forward to learning and growing with each and every on@of y
Remember, It Starts With Us!

Carol R. Gutierrez, PLS
20172018 TALP President
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Business Reca

AGCess your Iitigation records ™

ONLINE

The records you need,
when you need them.

As a professional in the legal field, you know
how important it is to have quick, easy access
to your litigation records. That's why, at Express
Records, we make available all records for your
case right at your fingertips, 24 hours a day, 7
days a week.

« Research and Verification of Records

And we don't stop there. At Express Records «Notice of Intent to Take Deposition by Written Questions

we also know that you require dependable, «Subpoena Duces Tecum
experienced, reliable solutions. Unlike many
other companies, we focus solely on records «Business Records Affidavits

retrieval services, providing you with the high-
est dependability in on-time records retrieval
and delivery. «Mobile Notary and Mobile Scanning

So go ahead, let us start working for your next
case.

« Courthouse Research/Filings

Call 1-877-584-9890 to get started today.
Or call us locally at 915-584-9890. !

EXPRESS Records /\’

Don'’t Stress. Call EXPRESS!

Located in El Paso, Texas. Visit us online at www.expressrecords.net
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TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF LEGAL PROFESSIONALS

WINNER 2016-2017 FOR LEGAL PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR
By Linda Rodriguez, PLS, 2012017 Awards Chair

| |
Mary Teague, P
Mary Teaguewas born in Brownwood, Texasler legal careebeganupon graduation from
Howard Payne University in 1973 withbachelor's degree in secondary education. Mary knew

that teaching was not for her as soon as she steppdtaswmhormondilled halls known as high
school.

Shortly after graduation, Mary and her husband, Gary, whom she met while a student at Howard
Payne University, moved to Waco, and she began work with the law firm where she still works
today. With the exqgt i on of three fAadventureso tight aling
country of Denver, Coloradahe oil fields of Hobbs, New Mexicaand the snowy mountains of
Livingston, Montana, Mary has remained with Naman, Howell, Smith & Lee, PLLC. During mos

of that time, she has been privileged to work with attorney Wesley Filer, who is board certified in
estate planning, probate, and tax law. Mary also works with attorney Cara Chase, who practices
estate planning and probate specializing in elder law.

Although she chose not to be a teacher in a school setting, the emphasis that Mary has placed on
education is reflected not only by the fact that she has chaired numerous committees fat Pexas

and Waco LPA, but also by the fact that she sat for and ptss@dofessional Paralegal (PP) and
Professional Legal Secretary/Certified Legal Professional (PLS/CLP) examinations on her first

try.

Mary became active in the association in 1996 and is a Past President of Waco Legal Professionals
Association and has likall positions in the associatioBhe was named Waco Legal Secretary of

the Year in 2000 and was named as-astipient of Waco Legal Professional of the Year in 2005.
Mary is also a Past President of Texas Association of Legal Professiandl$eldseveral
committee positions. She also received the Texas ALP Rookie Chairman of the Year award in
2002.
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For many years, Mary devoted herself to rearing her adopted son, David, and her daughter,
Elisabeth, who was born only 10 months after David camet bgpar t of her f ami |
always happen that way?). Even though David has presented her with two granddaughters and two
greatgrandchildren, he and his family live in Virginia, and thus spentime with them is limited.

Thank goodness for Faceliddne benefit of having grown children, aside from having more

time for the association, is that Elisabeth is a flight attendant for United Airlines and Mary has
taken advantage of some free airline Bigme being to the NALS 3DEducation Conference in

Honolulu, Hawaii.

After Garybés death in 2007, Eli sabeth introdt
father, and Bill and Mary married two years later. They share their country home with their four
legged children, Maddie, Buster, and Casey.

Mary considers being selected as Legal Professional of the Year one of the great honors of her life
and appreciates the opportunities she has been given to be a part of such a progressive and
professional association.

Wichita County LPA received its charter on July 7, 1958
El Paso ALP received its charter on September 19, 1968
Waco LPA received its charter on September 22, 1956
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IT STARTS WITH US!

The 2017-18 Membership Campaign is underway, let’s recruit.
As of May 2, 2017, the Texas ALP membership was 392 recruits strong.
Let’s come together and recruit 450 members.

ol

‘ We Reward

l\ | We Educate ‘
N =
=
We Strategize We Motivate
E== =

e oo | Vesar |

Member Campaign Chapter Campaign
2 points 50 points
for each new “Recruit” you sponsor for holding @ membership drive
between August and October 2017
15 points
for every 5 new “Recruits” you sponsor 2 points
for each new “Recruit” added as a
20 points result of a membership drive
for sponsoring the 450t Recruit
50 points

for most new “Recruits” added as a
result of a membership drive
Member Campaign Prizes

1st Place - $100 20 points
2nd Place - $50 for having a “Recruit” of your local
chapter win the Texas ALP
Chapter Campaign Prizes “Spotlight Piece”
1st Place - $200
2" Place - $100 1 point

for every “Recruit” your local chapter
adds from May 1, 2017 through
March 31, 2018
NOTE: Due to NALS website

changes, each sponsor must be 20 points
responsible for getting his or her for securing the 450t Recruit
“recruit” sponsor information to the
Membership Chair CHAPTER BONUS
100 points

for 100% retention of your “Recruits”
as of March 31, 2018

Submit information to Monica Acufia - macu(@mgmsg.com
‘o ( ~ o
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ACCORDING TO GREGG!

By Myra J. Miles, PLS

July 2017

Do you use The Gregg Reference Manual
(*“Gregg™)? Did you toss or store it with your
other certification study materials? Here are
some of the gems in the Rule 1101 treasure
chest:

Affect-effect. Affect is normally used as a
verb meaning “to influence, change, assume.”
Effect can be either a verb meaning “to bring
about” or a noun meaning “result,
mmpression.”

The court’s decision in this case will
not affect [change] the established
legal precedent.

She affects [assumes] an
unsophisticated manner.

It is essential that we effecr [bring
about| an immediate improvement in
sales.

It will be months before we can
assess the full effect [result] of the
new law.

All right. Like a/l wrong, the expression
all right should be spelled as two words.

Bad-badly. Use the adjective bad (not the
adverb badly) after the verb feel or look.

I feel had [NOT: badly] about the
mistake.

BUT: He was hurt badly.

NOTE: The only way you can “feel badly” is
to have your fingertips removed first.

Good-well. Good is an adjective. Well is
typically used as an adverb but may be used as

www.texasalp.org

an adjective to refer to the state of someone’s
health.

Marie got good grades in school.
(Adjective.)

I will do the job as well as I can.
(Adverb.)

NOTE: 7o feel well means “to be in good
health.” To feel good means “to be in good
spirits.”

Lay-lie. Layv (principal parts: lay, laid, laid,
laying) means “to put” or “to place.” This
verb requires an object to complete its
meaning.

Please /ay the boxes on the pallets
with extreme care.

I laid the message on your desk.

Lie (principal parts: lie, lay, lain, lving) means
“to recline, rest, or stay” or “to take a position
of rest.” It refers to a person or thing as either
assuming or being in a reclining position.
This verb cannot take an object.

Now he /ies in bed most of the day.

The mountains /ay before us as we
proceeded west.

This letter has lain unanswered for
two weeks.

Today’s mail is
receptionist’s desk.

lving on the

TEST: In deciding whether to use /ie or lay
m a sentence, substitute the word place,
placed, or placing (as appropriate) for the
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