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Presidentôs Message 
 

It Starts With Us! 

 

When I joined this association 30 years ago, I certainly never pictured myself taking this particular 

path of leading our association.  As I started reminiscing about my journey of where and how I began, it 

occurred to me that we all have to start somewhere.  I started out working for a solo practitioner who focused 

mainly on family law. A couple of years later, I moved to a large firm and that is where I gained the majority 

of my experience. Itôs also where I learned about our association and decided to join. 

 

I remember my first meetingðit was May of 1990 in Beaumont, Texas. There were 16 of us from 

El Paso. We flew to Houston and rented a van and drove the rest of the way to Beaumont.  Back then our 

association was known as TALS and everywhere you turned, you would hear people say, ñI have TALSitis.ò 

We used to wonder what that meant. Well, after that meeting, we all had TALSitis and we couldnôt get 

enough.  We attended every meeting we could.  I remember thinking, WOW! These women are amazing 

and talented and smart. And thatôs all it took ï I was hooked. 

 

Over the years, I have watched these women lead our association with determination, passion, and 

dedication. I became friends with them and I learned from them and they are the ones who pushed me into 

more and more leadership roles and pushed me to get my certification. I feel very blessed and lucky to still 

have them as friends and to have them still supporting me throughout my journey. 

 

 If you are the type of person who thinks you could never get up and speak in front of a group, big 

or small, there is hope for you because I used to be that person.  I realized that with each step I tookðtaking 

on chairmanships and serving as an officer in my local chapterðI gained more and more confidence and, 

before I knew it, I could get up and speak without stumbling over my words or trembling. You have to put 

in the work to get where you want to be. You cannot sit back and wait for it to happen. You have to want 

to make it happen.  Remember, you only get out what you put in. So why sit on the sidelines and watch 

everything pass you by? 

 

 Be Committed. Be involved. Participate! 

 

 As we move our association forward in this ever-evolving age of technology, we need to not only 

stay relevant, we need to stay current. It is critical that we find ways to use technology to our advantage in 

order to grow our membership and keep up with the needs of our members. You always hear people say, 

ñChange is good.ò Well, sometimes change is necessary. Letôs be that association that is not afraid of 

change, that wants to move forward and try new things. Donôt be afraid to speak up and offer suggestions. 

Your idea could be the one weôve been looking for. It doesnôt have to be perfect. You donôt have to be 

perfect. I am not perfect and I will probably make mistakes, but as long as we can learn from our mistakes, 

thatôs how we grow. 

 

 My hope is that we empower our members to want to do more so that they reach their full potential. 

 

 I look forward to learning and growing with each and every one of you. 

 

Remember, It Starts With Us! 

 

Carol R. Gutierrez, PLS 

2017-2018 TALP President 
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TEXAS ASSOCIATION OF LEGAL PROFESSIONALS  

WINNER 2016-2017 FOR LEGAL PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR  
By Linda Rodriguez, PLS, 2016-2017 Awards Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mary Teague, PP, PLS 

 

Mary Teague was born in Brownwood, Texas. Her legal career began upon graduation from 

Howard Payne University in 1973 with a bachelor's degree in secondary education. Mary knew 

that teaching was not for her as soon as she stepped into those hormone-filled halls known as high 

school. 

 

Shortly after graduation, Mary and her husband, Gary, whom she met while a student at Howard 

Payne University, moved to Waco, and she began work with the law firm where she still works 

today. With the exception of three ñadventuresò totaling seven years that took her to the high 

country of Denver, Colorado; the oil fields of Hobbs, New Mexico; and the snowy mountains of 

Livingston, Montana, Mary has remained with Naman, Howell, Smith & Lee, PLLC. During most 

of that time, she has been privileged to work with attorney Wesley Filer, who is board certified in 

estate planning, probate, and tax law. Mary also works with attorney Cara Chase, who practices 

estate planning and probate specializing in elder law. 

 

Although she chose not to be a teacher in a school setting, the emphasis that Mary has placed on 

education is reflected not only by the fact that she has chaired numerous committees for Texas ALP 

and Waco LPA, but also by the fact that she sat for and passed the Professional Paralegal (PP) and 

Professional Legal Secretary/Certified Legal Professional (PLS/CLP) examinations on her first 

try. 

 

Mary became active in the association in 1996 and is a Past President of Waco Legal Professionals 

Association and has held all positions in the association. She was named Waco Legal Secretary of 

the Year in 2000 and was named as a co-recipient of Waco Legal Professional of the Year in 2005. 

Mary is also a Past President of Texas Association of Legal Professionals, and held several 

committee positions. She also received the Texas ALP Rookie Chairman of the Year award in 

2002. 
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For many years, Mary devoted herself to rearing her adopted son, David, and her daughter, 

Elisabeth, who was born only 10 months after David came to be a part of her family (doesnôt it 

always happen that way?). Even though David has presented her with two granddaughters and two 

great-grandchildren, he and his family live in Virginia, and thus spending time with them is limited. 

Thank goodness for Facebook! One benefit of having grown children, aside from having more 

time for the association, is that Elisabeth is a flight attendant for United Airlines and Mary has 

taken advantage of some free airline tripsðone being to the NALS 50th Education Conference in 

Honolulu, Hawaii. 

 

After Garyôs death in 2007, Elisabeth introduced her to Bill Teague, a friend of her husbandôs 

father, and Bill and Mary married two years later. They share their country home with their four-

legged children, Maddie, Buster, and Casey. 

 

Mary considers being selected as Legal Professional of the Year one of the great honors of her life 

and appreciates the opportunities she has been given to be a part of such a progressive and 

professional association. 

 

 

 

 
 

Wichita County LPA received its charter on July 7, 1958 
El Paso ALP received its charter on September 19, 1968 
Waco LPA received its charter on September 22, 1956 
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