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Editor 
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©2022-2023 Texas Association of Legal 
Professionals 
 
Materials in The Texas Docket are for general 
informational purposes only; they are not 
intended to, and do not, constitute legal advice. 
For specific legal advice, readers are encouraged 
to consult with counsel of their choice. 
 
The Texas Docket is the official publication of the 
Texas Association of Legal Professionals. Texas 
ALP assumes no responsibility for the opinions or 
points of view expressed by contributors unless 
statements have been authorized by action of the 
Association. All articles not otherwise signed are 
staff written. Permission to reproduce material 
appearing in The Texas Docket must be obtained 
from the Editor. Texas ALP endorses no item or 
service other than those under the auspices of the 
Association. 
 
The Texas Docket is published electronically four 
times a year by the Texas Association of Legal 
Professionals. Publication dates are July, 
October, January, and April, with submission 
deadlines being June 1, September 1, December 1, 
and March 1. One copy of each issue is furnished 
to members as part of their membership dues. 
 
The subscription rate for nonmembers is $20 per 
year. Subscription requests should be directed to 
the Editor. 
 
Send address corrections to: 
 
Helene Wood, PP, PLS, TSC  
Communications Chair 
communications@talp.org 
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TEXAS ALP 2022-2023 OFFICER SPOTLIGHTS 
 

Diane M. Stanley, RP, Emeritus 
 

Texas ALP 2022-2023 President 
 

    

 
 

 

Hello, Texas ALP! 

 

I am honored and privileged to serve as your 2022-2023 Texas ALP President. For those of you 

who do not know me, I am a seasoned legal professional, specializing in Corporate, Real Estate, 

and Oil & Gas law. My earlier career began in Banking & Finance. I have been a member of 

NALS since 2008 and have served on the boards of Texas ALP and Houston ALP for the past 

twelve years. I am the immediate past President-Elect of Texas ALP and I am currently serving 

as President of my local chapter, Houston ALP. 

 

I have one awesome daughter, Denise, whom many of you know, and a wonderful son-in-law, 

John. Denise is an Associate Member of our association, and both she and John are educators, to 

which I am very proud. 

 

I am also an avid member of the Red Hat Society, and those who know me know I like to have 

fun! Work hard, play hard, that’s my motto! 

I am committed to you as members of Texas ALP, so please feel free to contact me 

(dianetalp@gmail.com) at any time with any comments, questions, or suggestions you may have. 

It is essential to hear your voice! 

Kindest regards, 

 

Diane 
 

  

http://www.texasalp.org/
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Michelle McDaniel 
 

Texas ALP 2022-2023 President-Elect 

 
 

I am so honored to be serving as President-Elect this year. I 

have learned so much each year that I have been a member of 

TALP, and I love that I continue to learn. 

 

I am a litigation paralegal who never has any time anymore….I 

thought as I got older I would slow down, but it seems like life 

has other plans for me.   

 

My spare time is usually spent at a campground somewhere 

with my feet up or with my grandbabies, who keep me running. 

 
 

 

 

Theresa Ann Alba, PLS 

 

Texas ALP 2022-2023 Secretary 

 

Hello, members! My name is Theresa Ann Alba and I have been in 

the legal field for 41 years. My first legal job was as a receptionist 

with the City of Austin Legal Department. For the last six years, I 

have worked for Shackelford, Bowen, McKinley & Norton as the 

Austin office administrator/legal assistant and assist several attorneys 

in the areas of litigation, patent prosecution, healthcare, wills and 

estates, Texas Department of Motor Vehicles and much more. For the 

last five years, I have also given my time to the Unauthorized Practice 

of Law District 9 (Travis and Williamson Counties) for the State Bar 

of Texas. 

I was born and raised in Austin, Texas, and currently live in 

Southwest Austin. I have a daughter named Stefanie and three 

beautiful granddaughters; (Zoey age 13, Sofia 9, and Ella 5). My 

granddaughters keep me on my toes. I also have a dog named Dolly. I am a member of St. 

Ignatius Martyr Catholic Church, and I am continually active in my parish. At present, I am 

serving on the St. Ignatius Martyr Catholic School Advisory Board, and on any day of the 

week you can find me either at the church or the school. At the age of 50, I graduated with 

honors with an associate degree from Austin Community College.  
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I have been a member of our trilevel association since 1990. I am currently serving as Director 

of Austin Legal Professionals Association, Inc., d/b/a Austin LPA. Since becoming a member, 

I have been continually active with Texas ALP and Austin LPA. It all started when our very 

own Julie Abernathy was a member of Austin LPA and she recruited me to either run for 

office or chair a committee. Since then, I have worn many hats over the years with Austin 

LPA and Texas ALP. I obtained my PLS certification in 1996. In 2014-2015, I received the 

legal professional of the year award from Texas ALP.  

Since becoming a member, I have seen the value of what Texas ALP offers to us (the 

members) (i.e., professionalism, knowledge of the law, certification, networking among all 

areas of the law and friendships). As your 2022-2023 Secretary for Texas ALP, I am looking 

forward to working with each of you and your chapters to bring your talents and treasures to 

all our members.  

Blessings! 
 

 

 

Laura DeLeon 

 

Texas ALP  2022-2023 Treasurer 
 

 

I have been working in the legal field since 2000. I have worked on administrative, criminal, and 

civil law cases. I absolutely love my job and the people I get to work with. It is an extreme blessing 

to work somewhere where my coworkers are more of a family. This family-type atmosphere helps 

us do the best job we can for our clients. 

 

I am a very family-oriented person. In August, Delton and I will celebrate our 12th Wedding/23rd 

Dating Anniversary. We have a six-year-old daughter who is the light of our life. I love spending 

time with them, my brother and his family, as well as many members of our extended 

family/friends camping, attending sporting events, four-wheeling, or just being together. 

 

Being a part of this Association has 

been truly enjoyable. I love the 

relationships and education that I 

can continue through participation. 

The TALP members have been 

some of the people I see as proud 

and upstanding members of the legal 

profession. Therefore, I look 

forward to serving as your Treasurer 

this year and hope to develop all of 

these relationship through this 

Association. 
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Helene L. Wood, PP, PLS, TSC-RE 

 

Texas ALP 2022-203 Parliamentarian 

 
 

The TALP officers were asked to provide a short introduction of 

ourselves to the Texas members, so here goes.  I am Helene 

Louise Wood and have been a member of NALS since 1992 and 

a NALS life member since 2002.   

 

I was born in Wichita, Kansas; my parents moved to Texas when 

I was about two years old.  I currently take care of my 97-year-

old mother, who is in excellent health for her age.  I graduated 

from San Jacinto College with an associate of arts degree in 

secretarial science (does that tell you how long ago that was?).  I 

attended the University of Houston as a junior with a major in art, but did not graduate.  At the 

time, I had been working at my current job for twenty years and decided I would not be changing 

jobs so an art degree would not help my career.  I was able to use the knowledge I had gained 

studying art on my vacations to Italy.  I reached my fifty-first anniversary with my employer this 

year.  I haven’t retired yet because I work for two 92-year-old lawyers who won’t retire; one of 

whom I have worked with for 46 years. 

 

My local chapter is Houston ALP.  I joined the chapter because of a want ad in a newspaper saying 

the fabulous secretarial job being advertised was open only to applicants who were certified and 

HALP was promoting a certification course at the time being held in my office.  Easy decision.  I 

am now certified as a Professional Legal Secretary, Professional Paralegal, and Texas Specialty 

Certification—Real Estate.  I am a past president of HALP (1997-1998), have held many positions 

with HALP over the years, and am the current vice president/membership, bylaws and standing 

rules chair, education chair, and the communications chair.  I received the legal secretary of the 

year award from HALP in 1998.   

 

My state chapter is obviously Texas ALP.  I am a past president of TALP (2005-2006), have held 

many positions (both officer and chair) for TALP over the years, and am the current 

parliamentarian and communications chair.  I received the legal professional of the year award 

from TALP in 2013.  That was an especially exciting achievement for me. 

 

As a member of NALS, I have served in various chair and officer capacities, and am the 2012-

2013 NALS President and recipient of the NALS 2002 Award of Excellence.  I began serving 

NALS directly in 2006 when I joined the certifying board.  After serving as national president, I 

chaired the SAGES Task Force and worked on other task forces.  I currently serve on the NALS 

Chapter Reimagining Task Force and chair the Awards and Recognition Committee. 

 

In addition, I am the neighborhood Crazy Cat Lady, I love gardening, and I love visiting Italy. 

http://www.texasalp.org/
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Jerri Locknane, Chair 

 

Through TALP Hugs, we share information among the distribution list members 

about others who may need a card, a phone call, or other special attention. It may be 

that they are going through an illness or a death in the family or it could be a joyous 

occasion such as a marriage or the arrival of a new grandchild. Whatever the 

occasion, the information shared comes from the member or someone close to the 

member. 

 

Participation and inclusion in the distribution is strictly voluntary. Because we 

changed our host last year, the original Hugs list was lost and we are beginning again 

with the TALP e-distribution list. Going forward, the TALP Hugs distribution list 

will be separate from the TALP e-distribution list and will be maintained separately.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Should you wish to be removed from (or included in) 

the Hugs distribution, please contact me at: 

 

hugs@talp.org 
 
 
  

http://www.texasalp.org/
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10 Goals to Set for Yourself! 
1. Develop a new skill set – We are never too old to learn something 

new.  

2. Develop your workplace skills – What is something you could 

learn new at your office/workplace? 

3. Take up leadership responsibilities – What is something you can 

teach a younger/newer person in your office/workplace? 

4. Expand your professional network – When was the last time you 

reached out to someone outside of your office or local chapter? 

5. Level-up your credentials – Is it time to recertify or possibly 

think about getting your certification?  

6. Consume media in your field – Recent CLE Webinar or 

publications? 

7. Find other ways to deepen job satisfaction – Is there something 

you have wanted to do to make your hours better in your 

office/workplace? 

8. Take a relevant course – Is there a program you want to try or 

a CLE that interests you? 

9. Shadow another department – Is there an area of your 

office/workplace that interests you and you are curious to learn 

about it? 

10. Find a mentor – Is there someone you look up to in your office 

or in your local/state chapter that you want to learn something 

from? 

Submitted by: Andrea Griffin, PP, PLS 
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It’s almost that tIme of year…no, not halloween, 
thanksgIvIng or ChrIstmas…Texas ALP Elections! 

Tina Hurley, PP, PLS – 2022-2023 Nomination & Elections Chair 
 

We’re fast approaching the time to submit nominations for 

honorary membership as well as officer nominations for Texas 

ALP. 

 

It’s time to start thinking about potential names to submit for 

honorary membership.  Nominations will open for honorary 

membership on October 15th and close November 30th.  

Qualifications for honorary membership are: (Section 3 (e), Bylaws of Texas ALP) 

 

Any person who has performed outstanding or special service for the Texas 

Association, the National Association, or for the general public welfare and who is 

not a member of the Texas Association, may be elected as an honorary member at 

the Annual Meeting of the Texas Association.  An honorary member shall hold all 

of the privileges of membership, except the right to vote or hold elective office. 

 

Elected officer nominations for Secretary, Treasurer and Vice-President will open on December 

1st and close on December 30th.  A final list of candidates will be provided no later than January 

25, 2023.  Electronic voting will begin on February 1st and close on February 18th.  The following 

are qualifications to serve as an elected officer of Texas ALP: (Article 9, Section 2; Bylaws of 

Texas ALP) 

 

Only members in good standing of the Texas Association who have three (3) years 

of experience as legal secretaries or in work of a legal nature prior to nomination 

are eligible for an elective office. 

 

To be eligible for nomination to the office of Treasurer or Secretary, a member 

must have served as one of the following within the last five (5) years: (a) chairman 

of at least two (2) different Texas Association committees; or (b) chairman of a 

Texas Association committee and an officer of a local chapter. 

 

To be eligible for nomination to the office of President-Elect, a member must have 

served as an elected officer the immediately preceding year. 

 

So…put those thinking caps on and look around for those who have provided outstanding service 

for Texas ALP or the general public who may be a good candidate for an honorary member.  If 

you have any questions regarding who might qualify, please feel free to contact me to discuss why 

you believe someone should be an honorary member. 

 

Start thinking about members you know who have showed a passion for Texas ALP, who have 

served as committee chairs for Texas ALP and/or local officers who you believe can continue 

growing and moving our association into the future. 

 

As always, if you have any questions, please reach out.  I look forward to receiving a multitude of 

nominations for this election season for Texas ALP!  

http://www.texasalp.org/
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The Bar 

 
 

Coin Toss: 

2 oz Coconut Rum 

½ oz. Blue Curacao 

½ oz. Midori 

Chilled Lemon Lime Soda or Sparkling Water 

Build in glass with ice adding sparkling water later…swirl through 

 

 

Tequila Sour 

1 ½ oz. Tequila 

1 oz. Limencello 

½ oz. Triple Sec 

½ oz. Fresh Lemon Juice 

2 oz. Sweet & sour Mix 

Combine all in a shaker with ice.  Mix it up and pour… 

 

 

 

 

Strawberry Sundae 

2 oz. Strawberry Liqueur 

2 oz. RumChata  

Vanilla Ice Cream 

Strawberry Puree or Syrup 

Stripe the glass with syrup.  Combine the rest of the 

ingredients in a blender and mix until desired 

consistency.  Pour into glass and top with whipped 

cream. 
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CELEBRATE YOUR SPIRIT! 
Individuals 

Local Associations 

TALP 

NALS 
 

 

(aka “It Ain’t Braggin’ If It’s True!”) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Share your local association news! 

Just send your stories and brags to 

lgentry@hkwwlaw.com 

  

http://www.texasalp.org/
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El Paso ALP received its charter on September 19, 1968 
Waco LPA received its charter on September 22, 1956 
Austin LPA, INC., received its charter October 28, 1960 

Corpus Christi ALP received its charter October 30, 1953 
 
 

 

 
CHAPTER BRAG: CORPUS CHRISTI ALP 

 
 

MIXER AND MEMBERSHIP DRIVE 
 

The Corpus Christi 
Association of Legal 
Professionals (CCALP) 
successfully conducted a 
Mixer and Membership Drive 
at Brewster Street Ice House 
on June 22, 2022. Diana  
(“Dee”) Martinez, Vice-
President and Membership 
Chair, encouraged 
nonmembers to join by 
highlighting the membership 
benefits. Nonmembers were 

presented with a thank you gift and a membership packet. 
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2022 LEGAL PROFESSIONAL OF THE YEAR 
 

LORI R. WILKINSON, MLS, RP 
 
 

 
Lori Wilkinson is an adjunct professor at Del Mar 
College who teaches Civil Litigation, Law Office 
Technology and Introduction to Law.  
 
Lori has an associate of applied sciences degree in 
paralegal studies from Athens Technical College, 
Athens, Georgia; a bachelor's degree with a biology 
emphasis in environment sciences & conservation 
ecology from Samford University; and a master’s 
degree in legal studies from Washington University,  
St. Louis School of Law, St. Louis, Missouri.  
 
Lori is a certified paralegal in Corpus Christi, Texas, 
who currently works for the Edwards Law Firm as a 

litigation paralegal. She began working in the legal field during her senior year in high 
school as a runner after school. She became full time upon graduation in 1986 and 
worked for that firm for seven years. She has worked in many different areas in the law. 
Lori has worked as a real estate paralegal in Atlanta performing title examinations and 
preparing title binders/title policies and loan closing packages. She also worked for 
Bradley Arant Rose & White (the largest law firm in Alabama) in the corporate 
restructuring department where she assisted in preparing large chapter 11 bankruptcy 
petitions for large corporations and handled adversary proceedings. Lori worked for a 
labor and employment defense firm in Corpus Christi.  
 
Lori’s hobbies are painting (abstract), crocheting intricate blankets, sewing and reading.  
 

http://www.texasalp.org/


 

 

October-December 2022 www.texasalp.org  Page 28 

 

http://www.texasalp.org/


 

 

October-December 2022 www.texasalp.org  Page 29 

CHAPTER BRAG: LUBBOCK LPA 
 

 CONGRATULATIONS! 
Emily Walterscheid 

on Being Named a Finalist for the 

NALS Award of Excellence 
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San Antonio LSA 

 
In memory of Judith Smith, SALSA Parliamentarian, long-

time member, and friend 

August 23, 1944 - August 28, 2022 

Rest peaceful, sweet friend. 
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Texas Docket  

Advertising 
 

 

The Docket Advertising Committee is seeking advertisers for each issue of 
The Texas Docket. Do you know of a vendor that would like to establish a 
statewide network of Texas ALP members for its product or service or 
enhance its company’s name awareness by using this high-profile 
advertising option to achieve greater exposure to preeminent Texas legal 
professionals? If so, please provide the below information to the vendor or 
provide the contact information to The Texas Docket editor, Lola Smith-
Gentry, at lgentry@hkwwlaw.com. 

 

Ad Options 

 

Full Page (9 h x 7 w) 

Half Page Horizontal (4.5 h x 7 w) 

Quarter Page Vertical (4.5 h x 3.25 w) 

 

Ad Rates 

 

Annual  One Issue 

Full = $100 Full = $50 

Half = $75  Half = $35 

Quarter = $50 Quarter = $20 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local Associations,  
please send your brags! 

 
  

Note from the Editor: 
 

Have you read an article you think other members might be interested in reading? 

If so, you can share it for others to read in The Texas Docket. 

 

Feel free to e-mail the article to me at lgentry@hkwwlaw.com 
 

http://www.texasalp.org/
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