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Samantha Tandy, PLS
Texas ALP 2014-2015 President

Texas ALP Superstars,
October is upon us and with that comes the changing of a weather season (at least for
some of us). Fall brings cooler temperatures, earlier sunsets, an EXTRA hour of sleep (thank
goodness), and the leaves on the trees turning colors. This time of year means that our
calendars start to fill up with upcoming events for the holiday season—holiday parties and
family gatherings. I love this time of year for many reasons, but for one in particular. I use
the holiday season to look back on the decisions I made, the ones I didn’t, and the ones I
wish I had. I evaluate them and decide which ones to file away for future reference and
which ones to let go. During this process I also take the time to figure out which direction
I am headed and which goals I want to focus on next.
How will you evaluate the direction you are going and the career path you are taking? Are
you headed down a path of superstardom? If not, what will it take to get you on the right
path? Would you like to sit for a certification exam? Would you like to volunteer to be on a
committee or a chairman of a committee? You decide on the appropriate answer.
Superstars find ways to shine using the cards that they are dealt in life. They find ways to
be confident, go the extra mile, and be present in whatever it is they are involved in. Are
you a shining star in your local chapter or on the state level? Why or why not? Every day is
a clean slate, and being a superstar involves keeping your chin up and your confidence
high, no matter what life may throw at you. As the upcoming months draw 2014 to a close,
think about ways you can be a superstar in your local chapter or on the state level. All it
takes is seeing one shooting star across the sky to create a feeling of inspiration and
motivation in your heart.
Keep Shining Bright!

October 2014

www.texasalp.org

Page 3

Keep Connected!
Changed your preferred e-mail address?
Have a new employer?
Changed your name?
Moved?
Passed a certification exam?

Notify—
Helene L. Wood, PP, PLS, TSC
communications@talp.org
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THE LONG AND WINDING ROAD:
FINDING INFORMATION ON THE INTERNET
Janabeth Fleming Taylor, R.N., R.N.C.
Litigation Paralegal
The Internet harbors a wealth of information just ripe for the picking and ready to be delivered to your
printer or hard-drive. It is challenging to seek information on the Web, as well as rewarding when your
search is successful.
Searching is NOT surfing. Surfing the Internet is going aimlessly from one URL to another. It can be
fun and you can obtain information this way. However, it takes time and you may miss the more pertinent
sites. There are resources online that are not available anywhere else.
When doing an online search, ask yourself what you are looking for. Keywords such as “medical
professional organizations” are just a starting point. Do you want to find specialized organizations? If so,
then you should use more descriptive terms such as “neurosurgical professional organizations.” And, if
you want to define your search further, add the name of a state or country: “American neurosurgical
professional organizations” or “Texas neurosurgical professional organizations.”
Each search has two parts: the subject and the angle. The angle is the aspect of the subject you really
want to know about. The search may be framed “American Medical Association,” but the angle would be
added with the word standards. If you search on the subject alone (unless the topic is rare or unusual), you
may be overwhelmed with irrelevant information.
When you search, use descriptive terms. Search engines are very literal. For instance, if you put in the
term apple you will get sites referencing the fruit as well as the computer company. If the meaning of your
search term is ambiguous or can possibly be misconstrued, you will need to qualify your search query.

Hazards Along the Way
One of the biggest time wasters in net-searching is starting off on the wrong track. You can spend
hours going down dead ends. Often the problem starts at the beginning when the searcher makes a wrong
assumption about how, where, and whether to proceed. Before you go online try thinking to yourself, “If
I found the ideal article/site, what would it be?” Use this as your guide to framing your search query. By
doing this exercise before your search, you are capturing the most important concepts and clarifying your
goal.
There is no such thing as a comprehensive online search engine. No single search tool works
throughout the universe of the Internet, just as no one approach is best. Sometimes it takes a combination
of differing approaches and search tools to obtain the information you are seeking. Try using more than
one search query on a variety of search tools.
Remember, just because one technique worked in the last search does not mean it will work now.
The Internet is in constant flux with new sites added and older ones discontinued daily. Just as new
roadways are built and old ones renovated, the information highway is constantly changing.
October 2014
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Roadside Assistance
Below is a listing of websites that are reference resources. These sites exemplify the diversity of
information available with a click of your mouse.

Various Archives
E-Speeches - Everything related to speeches and speech writing: http://www.espeeches.com.
Speeches.com - Just a click away from everything you need to write a speech. Includes an auto-writer as
well as a library of speeches: http://speeches.com/open.asp.
Newjour - Provides a list of new journals, magazines, newsletters, or other type of electronic serials on
the Internet: http://www.bsu.edu/library/ejournal/newjour.html.
Project Gutenberg - Information, books, and other materials available to the general public in forms that
can be easily read and searched: http://www.gutenberg.net/.
THOR: Electronic Journals - This electronic journals collection is a select list of both fully electronic
journals and the electronic versions of print journals. All academic disciplines are represented in the list:
http://www.lib.purdue.edu/vlibrary/journals/.

Global Metric Time Service - An extensive database of over 1500 cities and towns, in 177 individual time
zones, across 237 countries. Within seconds you can get the local time for a specific location, correctly
adjusted for daylight saving: http://www.globalmetric.com/time/.

Encyclopedias/Almanacs
Encyclopedia.com - More than 14,000 articles from The Concise Columbia Electronic Encyclopedia,
Third Edition have been assembled to provide free, quick, and useful information on almost any topic:
http://encyclopedia.com/.

Encyclopedia Mythica - Encyclopedia on mythology, folklore and legend:
http://www.pantheon.org/mythica/search.html.

Information Please Almanac - Searchable database of obscure facts: http://www.infoplease.com/.
Old Farmer’s Almanac - Tide tables, planting charts, weather predictions: http://www.almanac.com/.

Language
Acronym Finder - Look up 133,000+ acronyms/abbreviations and their meanings. A searchable database
containing common acronyms and abbreviations about all subjects, with a focus on computers,
technology, telecommunications, and the military: http://www.acronymfinder.com/.
American Business Jargon Dictionary - Glossary of terms and phrases commonly used in American
Business: http://www.duesouth.net/%7Edfolsom/bjquotes.html.
InvestorWords - Over 5,000 definitions and 15,000 links between related terms, InvestorWords is a
comprehensive financial glossary: http://www.investorwords.com/.
October 2014
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Jargon Scout - Jargon Scout aims to give you advance warning of jargon that is just about ready to hatch
into the Net's language: http://www.tbtf.com/jargon%2Dscout.html.
English-Whatever

Dictionary

-

Sources

for

English

translation

of

many

languages:

http://www.tunl.duke.edu/~erics/englisch.html.

American Slanguage - Choose a city and learn the local lingo: http://www.slanguage.com/.
Dictionary of Street Drug Slang - The Indiana Prevention Resource Center online dictionary contains
more than 3,000 street drug slang terms from the Indiana Prevention Resource Center files, with more
than 1,200 additions from the National Drug and Crime Clearinghouse slang term list:
http://www.drugs.indiana.edu/slang/home.html.

A Glossary of Literary Terms and A Handbook of Rhetorical Devices - Contains definitions and examples
of more than sixty traditional rhetorical devices, all of which can still be useful today to improve the
effectiveness, clarity, and enjoyment of your writing:
http://www.uky.edu/ArtsSciences/Classics/Harris/rhetform.html.

Cambridge Dictionaries Online - Search the Cambridge Dictionary of American English, Cambridge
International Dictionary of English, Cambridge International Dictionary of Phrasal Verbs, or Cambridge
International Dictionary of Idioms: http://dictionary.cambridge.org/us.
Guide to Grammar and Writing - Guide to English grammar with a feature that allows you to ask grammar
questions: http://webster.commnet.edu/HP/pages/darling/original.htm.
The King’s English - The King’s English is an indispensable resource for anyone concerned about correct
English Usage: http://www.bartleby.com/116/index.html.
Lexical FreeNet - Searchable database for relationships between words, concepts and people:
http://www.raisch.com/lexfn/.

The Literary Dictionary - Here you will find an assortment of words that first made an appearance in
books, plays, poems, comic strips, and mythology. You will also find variations of words or names that
first appeared in these works: http://www.geocities.com/SoHo/Lofts/2297/literary%5Fword.html.
NetLingo - Internet language dictionary: http://www.netlingo.com/.
One-Look Dictionary – 3,314,968 words in 599 dictionaries indexed: http://www.onelook.com/.
Semantic Rhyming Dictionary - Enter a word and find rhyming words. You specify rhyming
characteristics: http://www.link.cs.cmu.edu/dougb/rhyme%2Ddoc.html.
SpellWeb - Compares two words and returns the preferred spelling: http://www.spellweb.com.
Web of Online Dictionaries - A premiere web portal specializing in language. English as well as over 100
foreign dictionaries, language identifiers, specialty English dictionaries, and vocabulary aids:
http://www.yourdictionary.com.

October 2014

www.texasalp.org

Page 7

Wordsmyth English Dictionary-Thesaurus - Integrated dictionary and thesaurus containing 50,000
headwords and very precisely defined and hyperlinked synonyms, and the search engine allows for very
flexible searching: http://www.wordsmyth.net.
Word Spy - Dictionary of recently-coined words and phrases. Words are defined and used in a quote:
http://www.logophilia.com/WordSpy.

Thesaurus.com – Roget’s Thesaurus: http://www.thesaurus.com.
Visual Thesaurus - Word relationships presented with a visual representation of linguistic associations.
Requires Java: http://www.plumbdesign.com/thesaurus.

Quotations
Project Bartleby - Quotations from classic authors: http://www.bartleby.com.
Cliche Finder - Enter any word or combination of words and this search engine will return any clichés
which use that phrase: http://www.westegg.com/cliche.
Phrase Finder - Database of over 6,000 English phrases: http://www.shu.ac.uk/web%2Dadmin/phrases.
Quoteland.com - Find quotations on anything; identify quotations by anyone: http://www.quoteland.com.
Quotez - Allows you to search 13,500 quotations by word, keyword, author, or source:
http://business.virgin.net/mark.fryer/intro.html.

Statistics
Infonation - Easy-to-use, two-step database that allows you to view and compare the most up-to-date
statistical data for the Member States of the United Nations.
http://www.un.org/Pubs/CyberSchoolBus/infonation/e_infonation.htm.

Statistical Resources on the Web - Huge database of statistical resources covering many topics:
http://www.lib.umich.edu/libhome/Documents.center/frames/statsfr.html.

National Center for Health Statistics - NCHS data systems include data on vital events as well as
information on health status, lifestyle and exposure to unhealthy influences, the onset and diagnosis of
illness and disability, and the use of health care: http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/fastats/fastats.htm.

Library Catalogs
Library Catalogs - Direct access to catalogs at more than 200 libraries, both inside and outside of the
United States: http://lcweb.loc.gov/z3950/.
The Library of Congress - The world’s largest library. Search using keywords, browse-search, an
experimental search system (ESS), or by an alphabetical index: http://lcweb.loc.gov.

Reference Search Engines
Area Code Look Up : http://www.555-1212.com/area_codes.cfm.
ZipFind - Zip code, city, state, latitude, longitude, and population in a comma-delimited file. Works great
with Excel, Access, or any other spreadsheet or database program. The included ZipFind Windows
program lets you batch process your data, export the results, and cut and paste to the Windows clipboard:
http://link-usa.com/zipcode/pop.htm.
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Barcode Specifications - Specifications for all types of barcodes, including blood banks, airlines, and the
U.S. Postal system: http://www.spatula.net/proc/barcode/index.src.
Getty Thesaurus of Geographic Names -The TGN is a structured vocabulary containing around 1,000,000
names and other information about places. The TGN includes all continents and nations of the modern
political world, as well as historical places. It includes physical features and administrative entities, such
as cities and nations. The emphasis in TGN is on places important for art and architecture:
http://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/tgn/.

Internet Research Starting Point- In addition to a collection of search tools and general reference materials,
this page offers starting points for links relating to the following categories: Arts & Literature, Science,
Engineering & Technology, Government Information, and Social Science Materials:
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/netsearch/research.html.

Research-It - “The Swiss Army knife” of research instruments. You can search through various
dictionaries and thesauruses, look up acronyms and quotations (Bartlett's), translate English to French and
Japanese and back again, figure out anagrams, word-search the King James Version of the Bible and the
works of Shakespeare, look at maps, check your stocks, and on and on. Plus you can search your choice
of search engines: http://www.iTools.com/research-it/research-it.html.
Reference Desk - One-stop research tool for all things found in the Internet: http://www.refdesk.com/.
Dogpile Web Search - The meta-search engine returns all the best results from leading search engines, not
limited to but including Google, Yahoo!, and Yandex, so you find what you are looking for faster. Each
search engine has its own method of searching and each will return different results. Dogpile looks at all
of them, decides which are most relevant to your search, eliminates duplicates and reveals them to you. In
the end, you get a list of results more complete than anywhere else on the Web: http://www.dogpile.com/.
There is little doubt that the Information Highway is strewn with road debris and potholes, confounded
with dead ends and twisted roads, and plagued with a virtually infinite choice of routes. Perhaps this
information and the resources listed here will make your virtual journey a little more pleasant and
productive.
Happy traveling!
Janabeth Fleming Taylor, R.N., R.N.C., has a degree in Nursing from Oklahoma State University and a Litigation Paralegal
Certificate from the University of Oklahoma Law Center. She was a nursing instructor for ten years and has been a medical
legal consultant since 1990. Ms. Evans is currently President/Owner of Attorney's Medical Services, Inc., in Marshall, Texas.
She provides litigation support for attorneys across the United States and specializes in case reviews and Internet information
resources. Her website is: www.attorneysmedicalservices.com, and her e-mail address is jana@attorneysmedicalservices.com.
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From Student Member to Full
Member
By: Jeanine Broyles, PP, PLS

Membership in Houston Association of Legal
Professionals (HALP), as the local component of the
trilevel association, has been a key to my recent
professional success.
When I attended the paralegal certificate
program at the University of Houston a few years ago,
membership chair Kip Hall invited the class to attend
a membership meeting and consider joining the
association. I knew the networking opportunities
could assist me in finding a paralegal job in the
Houston market, and at the first education meeting I
attended post-graduation, Kip announced I was
seeking a permanent position and connected me with
long-time member Myra Miles, who knew of a couple
of openings at her firm. Thanks to her persistence,
her bosses agreed to interview me, and I could not be

October 2014

more grateful to the association for the connection!
When my brother recently completed the paralegal
certificate program at the University of Texas, I
immediately put him in contact with the Austin
chapter in hopes that he would have the same great
networking experience.
Once employed, this same member
encouraged me to consider taking the PLS exam. I
think secretly she wanted me to buy my own copy of
The Gregg Reference Manual so I would quit
dropping by her desk with grammar conundrums!
Through the association’s training course, I
successfully prepared for and passed the PLS exam in
2012, and this year through their support once again,
I passed the PP exam. By nature, I am someone who
is attracted to advancing my education.
The
certification exam preparations and the monthly
education meetings have given me the opportunity to
continue learning within my career field.
The upcoming year will be an exciting time to
be a member of the Houston chapter because we are
hosting both the national and Texas conferences.
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How to Record your CLE hours on the new NALS website one of the many new perks now available!!
By: Tina Hurley, PP, PLS
All member login and passwords have been reset, so you will need to re-register on the new website
with a new login and password. Once you have registered, click on to “Manage Profile.”

This will bring you to your membership page, which will look something like this. This is where you
can edit preferences, add a bio about yourself, add your social and professional networks, and add photos
and documents . . . lots of options to get the most out of your membership.
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Click on “Professional Development,” and this will take you to the page for entering your CLE hours.
For example, you can see I have already entered some of my CLE hours.

Click on the link for the Step-by-Step Instructions, and it will show you how to enter your CLE hours.
You can also attach your CLE certificates here.
When it is time to renew your certification, you will be able to visit this page, pull up a transcript (or
listing) of your CLE, and submit it to the Resource Center for processing along with the renewal
application. This will make it so much easier than keeping a spreadsheet or journal of your own.

Not yet certified? Why not? Certification is an investment in yourself and your
future. Sign up now for the March 2015 exams; then join a study group,
participate in the Online Study Group, or just find a study partner. You can do
it!!
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PROOFREADERS' MARKS
Symbol

Meaning

Example

delete
close up
delete and close up
caret
insert a space
space evenly
let stand
transpose
used to separate two or more
marks and often as a concluding
stroke at the end of an insertion
set farther to the left
set farther to the right
set as ligature (such as )
align horizontally
align vertically
broken character
indent or insert em quad space
begin a new paragraph
spell out
set in CAPITALS
set in SMALL CAPITALS
set in lowercase
set in italic
October 2014
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set in roman
set in boldface
hyphen

multi-colored

en dash

1965–72

em (or long) dash

Now—at last!—we know.

superscript or superior
subscript or inferior
centered
comma
apostrophe
period
semicolon
colon
quotation marks
parentheses
brackets
query to author: has this been
set as intended?
push down a work-up
turn over an inverted letter
wrong font

Source – www.merriam-webster.com
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CHEF’S CORNER
Double Layer
Pumpkin Cheesecake
INGREDIENTS:

2 (8 ounce) packages cream
cheese, softened
1/2 cup white sugar
1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 eggs
1 (9 inch) prepared graham
cracker crust

1/2 cup pumpkin puree
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1 pinch ground cloves
1 pinch ground nutmeg
1/2 cup frozen whipped topping,
thawed

DIRECTIONS:
1.

Preheat oven to 325 degrees F (165 degrees C).

2.

In a large bowl, combine cream cheese, sugar, and vanilla. Beat
until smooth. Blend in eggs one at a time. Remove 1 cup of batter
and spread into bottom of crust; set aside.

3.

Add pumpkin, cinnamon, cloves, and nutmeg to the remaining
batter and stir gently until well blended. Carefully spread over the
batter in the crust.

4.

Bake in preheated oven for 35 to 40 minutes or until center is
almost set. Allow to cool, then refrigerate for 3 hours or overnight.
Cover with whipped topping before serving.

Ok, members, let’s see what you have been baking!
Have a favorite recipe that you think the other members would like?
Submit it, and it just might end up in the next Docket. Ready! Set! Bake! Share!
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Texas Zombie Laws

Are They Dead or Alive?

The zombies are coming, what can I do? Are they dead or alive? What is the difference? Can I hunt
them? How can I protect myself? We will answer all these questions and more.
First things first, are the zombies dead or alive? If the zombie is in Texas, then Texas law applies, whether
dead or undead.
“A person is dead when, according to ordinary standards of medical practice, there is irreversible
cessation of the person’s spontaneous respiratory and circulatory functions.”
* See Tex. Health and Safety Code § 671.001(a).

In Texas, a medical doctor must make the determination of death, but there are circumstances where a
registered nurse or physician’s assistant can also declare death. * See Tex. Health and Safety Code § 671.001(d) .
However, until someone is pronounced dead by a medical professional, then that person is technically
living in the eyes of the law. But on that note, how do you suppose we get one of these medical
professionals close enough to determine whether this potential zombie is breathing and has a
heartbeat? Seems like we will never have “dead” zombies, right?
Wrong. Although some depictions of zombies show them re-animating just a few seconds after infection
(World War Z), others show them re-animating hours after infection (Dawn of the Dead). Therefore,
it is possible to have an official death pronouncement before re-animation.

Dead Zombie Defense

Let’s presume that you are dealing with a truly dead zombie. Well, in Texas, it is illegal to abuse a
corpse. Specifically, if you damage, dissect (cutting off the zombie’s head with a machete fits in here), or
treat a corpse in an offensive manner, you could be charged with a Class A Misdemeanor for abuse of a
corpse. * See Tex. Pen. Code § 42.08(a) .
Also, by damaging the corpse, the family of the zombie, or at least the ones he has not already eaten or
infected, may or may not pursue litigation against you for [intentional infliction of emotional distress
(IIED).]
However, this could be difficult for them to prove because they would have to show certain criteria: you
acted recklessly or intentionally, your conduct was extreme and outrageous, your actions caused them the
emotional distress, and the emotional distress was severe in nature. We’ll discuss your defense options
as soon as this issue arises.

Hunting Zombies
In Texas, hunting is regulated by the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department. As of the date of this
publication, Texas does not have any law on the books for hunting and killing zombies, no matter how
alive or dead they may be.
Texas does have laws for open seasons, how you can or cannot hunt specific things, and if there is a bag
limit. But, be sure to read up on the hunting statutes because you would not want to violate the provisions
about hunting from roads or vehicles. * See Tex. Parks & Wild. Code § 62.
October 2014
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As soon as the zombie apocalypse happens, get your preparedness kit ready and log on to the Texas Parks
and Wildlife website to look for hunting regulations and licenses before your city’s electrical grid goes
down.

Zombies Are Attacking
Zombies are going to attack you. If zombies exist, then based on everything we know, they will attack you,
your neighbors, and your family. How can you legally protect yourself from these creatures who may have
been a neighbor or family member?
Texas has different laws regarding self-defense, defense of a third person, or defense of property. You
already know from our Booby Trap Blog that booby traps are legal, but you also know that any legal booby
trap would not help guard against a zombie invasion.
You are only justified in using deadly force if you reasonably believe it is immediately necessary to protect
yourself from another’s use, or attempted use, of unlawful deadly force, such as a zombie attempting to
break down your door or threatening to eat your brain, as long as you yourself are not committing a crime.
* See Tex. Pen. Code § 9.31.

You can also use deadly force to protect a third person (i.e., family member, friend, and neighbor). If you
would be justified in using deadly force, were you in the third person’s shoes, then you can use deadly
force to protect the third person from a zombie attack. For example, if you saw a zombie attacking
someone on a public street, then you could use deadly force if it is necessary to save their life.
* See Tex. Pen. Code § 9.33.

What Can I Do During a Zombie Apocalypse?
Well, since it appears that a zombie apocalypse is inevitable, the best thing you can do is start preparing
for it now. Heck, even the CDC is recommending people to prepare for zombies!
That means you should go ahead and get your affairs in order by writing a Will, and you should read up
on some relevant gun laws, such as how to carry firearms or even laws concerning guns and your kids.
--Authored by Emily D. Walterscheid, PLS
Matthew Harris Law, PLLC - Halloween Law Division
1001 Main Street, Suite 200, Lubbock, Texas, 79401-3309
Tel: (806) 702-4852 | Fax: (800) 985-9479
FrontDesk@MatthewHarrisLaw.com

Reprinted with permission of Matthew Harris Law, PLLC.
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VOX POPULI
By Hizonor JQ
GOOD ADVICE IS ALWAYS WELCOME
THOUGHTS FROM WILL ROGERS
Never squat with your spurs on.
Never slap a man who is chewing tobacco.
Never kick a cow chip on a hot day.
There are no theories for arguing with a woman. NEITHER WORKS
Always drink upstream from the herd.
If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging.
The quickest way to double your money is to fold it and put it back into your pocket.
There are three kinds of men:
The ones who learn by reading;
The few who learn by observation; and
The rest of them have to pee on the electric fence and find out for themselves.
Good judgment comes from experience and a lot of that comes from bad judgment.
If you are riding ahead of the herd, take a look back every now and then to make sure it is still there.
Letting the cat out of the bag is a whole lot easier than putting it back.
After eating an entire bull, a mountain lion felt so good he started roaring. About that time a hunter came
along and shot him. MORAL-when you are full of bull, keep your mouth shut.
ABOUT GROWING OLDER
1st-Eventually you will reach a point when you stop lying about your age and start bragging about it.
2nd-The older we get, the fewer things seem worth waiting in line for.
3rd-Some people try to turn back their odometers. Not me: I want people to know why I look this way.
I’ve traveled a long way, and some of the roads weren’t paved.
4th-When you are dissatisfied and would like to go back to your youth, think of algebra.
5th-You know you are getting old when everything either dries up or leaks out.
6th-I don’t know how I got over the hill without getting to the top.
7th-One of the many things no one tells you about aging is that it is such a nice change from being young.
8th-One is to wait until evening to see how splendid the day has been.
9th-Being young is beautiful, but being old is comfortable and relaxed.
10th-Long ago, when men cursed and beat the ground with sticks, it was called witchcraft. Today it is
called golf.
Finally-If you don’t learn to laugh at trouble, you won’t have anything to laugh at when you are old.
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Hey Texas ALP Members
Let’s get PINNED in Houston!

As part of its fundraising efforts this year,
Texas ALP will be offering Texas ALP logo
lapel pins at the NALS 63rd Annual
Education Conference & National Forum in
Houston.
At the Conference, you can purchase
a Texas ALP pin for only $5.
If you prefer to preorder,
contact Scotti Beam by email: sbeam@cstrial.com.

Let’s show our pride in this fabulous
organization!!!

October 2014

www.texasalp.org

Page 22

El Paso ALP received its charter on October 19, 1968.
Austin LPA, Inc. received its charter on October 28, 1960.
Corpus Christi ALP received its charter on October 30, 1953.
Dallas ALP received its charter on November 2, 1952.
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Chapter Chatter
What are the Chapters doing?
Houston ALP - On August 23rd, Houston ALP members had lunch at the Monarch Restaurant in the Hotel
Zaza followed by a docent-led tour at the Holocaust Museum Houston.

CCALP – Baseball Game Night
August 28th

Lubbock LPA – Day In Court (October 18th), up to 4 hours of CLE
SALSA – A Day in the Court (October 18th), up to 6 hours of CLE
(All members of TALP are invited to attend either event for CLE!)
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*** Please send updates to Andrea regarding what your chapter is doing. ***

Five Reasons Why Double Is Better
By Vicki Voisin, ACP
A question was posed to me recently while I was doing one-on-one coaching with a paralegal
who wanted tips to get her career off dead center and moving forward. She asked me:
“Vicki, do you think I should get state specific certification or take a certification exam offered by
a national paralegal professional association?”
My answer? “Both!” Double is always better. Here are five reasons why you should double up
on your certifications.
Credible. Certification typically consists of the “3 E’s”: Education, Experience, and Exam. You
are not able to take a certification examination unless you meet certain criteria. It is a careerlong commitment that demonstrates to your peers and your employers that you have mastered
core principles and that you are dedicated to staying current in your profession.
Certification gives you expert status which translates to credibility. Having that on a state level
is definitely a plus. You double your credibility when you take that expert status to the national
level, showing advanced analytical abilities and writing skills, as well as a broad understanding
of laws and procedures nationwide.
Marketable. Whether you are job hunting or job hopping, you are more valuable if you have
doubled up on your certifications. Think of it this way:
(a)

almost everyone acquires a certificate or degree in paralegal studies prior to entering the
profession; if everyone has a paralegal certificate, they have identical qualifications and
are on a level playing field;

(b)

state specific certification hikes you up a notch and gives you a leg up on someone with
only basic education; and

(c)

doubling up with your national certification puts you on top of the heap.

Portable. Your state-specific certification will serve you well so long as you never move to
another state. For instance, if you move from North Carolina or Ohio to Texas, you will be
competing with paralegals who may already have that state’s certification.
Since you will need all the ammunition you can muster to land a job in a place where virtually no
one knows you, your very portable national certification will give you the credibility you need for
employment in your new location.
Profitable. Salary surveys illustrate the value of your certification. If you are a paralegal with
one credential, you will certainly earn a higher salary than a paralegal with none. However, if
you are a paralegal with double certifications, you are in a position to demand an even higher
salary. In this case, certification makes both sense and cents.
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Recognizable. Certification is a standard by which employers can judge the competency of a
potential employee and the value of a current employee. You can be very proud of the letters
displayed after your name. They demonstrate your advanced abilities, your depth of experience,
and your knowledge. Double the letters translates to double the recognition of your advanced
skills and knowledge.
A handful of states have state-specific certification. There are different qualifications for taking
each. Some require you to have national certification to qualify, others do not. Wherever you
live, national certification is available and accessible.
How do you “double up” if you have no state certification available? Move on to advanced
certification (NALA has 17 ACP areas) or work on some other industry certifications. For
instance, if you work in insurance defense, a CRM (Certified Risk Manager) might be helpful. Do
you work with employee benefits? You might look into a PHR (Professional in Human
Resources).
There are also certifications in the computer and medical fields that could be beneficial. You will
want to be sure that the certification you seek has value in your specialty area and enhances
the scope of your work. The only other precaution is to be sure the certification is professionally
managed and administered.
Do you want to move your career in the right direction? A single certification will do that. Double
certification will make you more credible, marketable, and noticeable. You will find it is both
portable and profitable. Double certification will move you miles ahead. Double is definitely
better!
**************
Vicki Voisin, “The Paralegal Mentor,” delivers simple strategies for paralegals and other professionals to create success and satisfaction by
achieving goals and determining the direction they will take their careers. Vicki spotlights resources, organizational tips, ethics issues, and other
areas of continuing education to help paralegals and others reach their full potential. She publishes a weekly ezine titled Paralegal Strategies
and co-hosts The Paralegal Voice, a monthly podcast produced by Legal Talk Network. More information is available at
http://www.paralegalmentor.com.
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STRANGE LAWS IN TEXAS*
1.

It is illegal to sell one’s eye.

2.

It is illegal for one to shoot a buffalo from the second story of a hotel.

3.

A recently passed anticrime law requires criminals to give their victims 24 hours
notice, either orally or in writing, and to explain the nature of the crime to be
committed.

4.

When two trains meet each other at a railroad crossing, each shall come to a full
stop, and neither shall proceed until the other has gone.

5.

It is illegal to take more than three sips of beer at a time while standing.

6.

It is illegal to milk another person’s cow.

7.

A program has been created in the state that attempts to control the weather.

8.

In Austin, wire cutters cannot be carried in your pocket.

9.

In Galveston, it is illegal to drive a motor car down Broadway before noon on
Sundays.

10.

In Houston, it is illegal to sell Limburger cheese on Sunday.

11.

In Lubbock County, it is illegal to drive within an arm’s length of alcohol –
including alcohol in someone else’s blood stream.

12.

In Mesquite, it is illegal for children to have unusual haircuts.

13.

In Port Arthur, obnoxious odors may not be emitted while in an elevator.

14.

In San Antonio, it is illegal to urinate on the Alamo.

15.

In Temple, no one may ride a horse and buggy through the town square.

*DISCLAIMER: The laws in this article are taken from the following website: http://www.dumblaws.com/laws/unitedstates/texas. The Texas Docket and Texas ALP do not claim that these laws are currently in effect. This article is JUST FOR
FUN!

October 2014

www.texasalp.org

Page 27

Don't Let Someone Else Make Your Decisions For You
By Dave Almeida
We have all heard this saying: There are two kinds of people in the world: leaders and followers. It is human nature to play
follow the leader. Most of us are inclined to take instruction from the one who is stronger or smarter or better looking. Since
the majority of us are followers, we are attracted to those who display these attributes. Humans are taught by those in power
to rely on their leader's strength, not realizing that they have enough power of their own. Misguided leaders seek to keep their
flock uninformed and therefore left to humbly accept their empty promises. It is really a false sense of power, since the foolish
leader has no real power. Society unwittingly gave it him.
When you choose to blindly follow another person, you are allowing that person to make your decisions on your behalf. Do
not give up that power without first knowing what you are giving up. What do you have to lose by following this so-called
leader? Does he or she have your best interests in mind, or does he or she have a personal agenda? An independent thinking
and strong minded person will have the good sense to question his or her leader to uncover ulterior motives.
Again, by letting someone else make your decisions for you, you are giving up your personal power. This makes you nothing
less than a crash test dummy. This leader, whether he or she is a personal friend or an elected governmental official, owns
you. He or she decides where you will go, who you will speak to, what you will read, and when you will do these things. This
is why socialism does not work. Socialism forces a person to depend on his government for his major needs, like food, shelter,
medical care, job security, and retirement options. Socialism is a very dangerous economic doctrine for those participating in
it. It takes control away from the people and puts it into the hands of the political leaders. This puts society in a precarious
position if the political masterminds decide to remove public benefits. This would unleash a world of trouble. Many of you
probably find this statement obvious. That is because it is common sense. Socialism cannot sustain itself in the long run.
However, this is not an article supporting the elimination of socialism. It is about retaining our personal power by taking
charge of our lives.
Giving control of your life to someone would seem unnatural, yet so many of us are ready and willing to do so. We like to
have someone take care of us. By keeping our power, we open up a world of possibilities that prior to this had been hidden
from our eyes. Being responsible for what we do and experience is essential for personal growth. We cannot fully experience
life in all its splendor if we make someone else manager of our personal affairs. That is not living. It is a lack of interest in
the direction one's life takes.
Personal growth is essential in every life. As humans we achieve our greatest measure of growth by being responsible for our
own actions. Taking risks from time to time is part of human adventure. It is important for humans to overcome obstacles and
challenges without having someone doing it for us. When we allow someone else to remove our challenges; it weakens us.
Soon we become a shell of the person we were meant to become. No one likes to face any amount of discomfort, but pain is
part of the human condition. Humans are meant to face their hardships and triumph over them even when the odds are against
it.
ABOUT THE AUTHOR:
David Almeida is a Spiritualist and researcher of Rosicrucian philosophy and esoteric knowledge. David has earned
the title of certified hypnotist and Reiki healer. He is also the author of Illusion of the Body and The First Truth http://www.bodyaliveprinciple.com - Worriers never run out of things to worry about.
Copyright © 1999-2014 Lawyerment.com. All rights reserved
http://www.lawyerment.com/s/tools/print/article/?id=6159
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Texas Docket Advertising
The Docket Advertising Committee is seeking advertisers for each issue of The Texas Docket. Do you know
of a vendor who would like to establish a statewide network of Texas ALP members for its product or service
or enhance its company’s name awareness by using this high-profile advertising option to achieve greater
exposure to preeminent Texas legal professionals? If so, please provide the below information to the vendor
or provide the contact information to The Texas Docket editor, Andrea Darland, PLS, at
drea.griffin75@gmail.com.

Ad Options

Ad Rates

Full Page (9 h x 7 w)
Half Page Horizontal (4.5 h x 7 w)
Quarter Page Vertical (4.5 h x 3.25 w)

Annual

One Issue

Full = $100
Half = $75
Quarter = $50

Full = $50
Half = $35
Quarter = $20



Note from the Editor:
Have you read an article that you think other members might be
interested in reading? Submit it for the Texas Docket.
My email is drea.griffin75@gmail.com.
Thank you. Andrea
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Engage 5
Waiver of
Dues Form
This year’s campaign begins February 1, 2014 and continues through January 31, 2015.
Any NALS member that completes this form and recruits five NEW members from February 1, 2014 through January 31, 2015 will get
their national dues waived for the year (this excludes state/local dues). The five new memberships must be in the same classification
of membership as the waived membership, for example if you are a regular member who pays $120 national dues then you must sign
up five new members in that same classification. The new member must report you as their sponsor when they submit their
application to NALS. You must complete this Waiver of Dues Form and submit to the Resource Center. You will indicate all five NEW
members by name that you sponsored. As long as everything matches up and all five new members have been acquired within the
time frame, the national dues will be waived for the year and you will only be required to pay state and local dues.
Application Date _________________________________
Your Member #___________________________________
Your Name_______________________________________
Five New Members Listed Below and Member # if known.
1.

Member #____________________________ Name _______________________________________

2.

Member #____________________________ Name_______________________________________

3.

Member #____________________________ Name_______________________________________

4.

Member #____________________________ Name_______________________________________

5.

Member #____________________________ Name_______________________________________

By signature upon this form, I am stating truthfully, my dues are currently due and I have recruited five new members which meet the qualifications for
waiver of dues. Also, included is my payment of state and local dues where applicable.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Applicant’sSignature)

(Date)

OR
I am a Life Member OR my firm currently pays my national dues and I am stating truthfully, my dues are currently due and I have recruited five new members.
I am applying for a credit voucher of $98 to be used all at one time for conference registration, store purchases, certification fees or WebEd seminars. No
credits for unused amounts will be accepted. Also, included is payment of state and local dues where applicable.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
(Applicant’sSignature)

(Date)

NALS...the
association
for
legal
professionals
8159 E. 41st Street • Tulsa, Oklahoma 74145 • (918) 582-5188 ext. 10 • (918) 582-5907 (fax) • info@nals.org
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APPLICATION FOR WAIVER OF ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES
This form is to be used for Financial Hardship applications for full-time current continuing members (no retired,
student, or associate dues will be waived) who are unemployed at the time that membership dues are due for renewal.
You may apply for a waiver of your annual NALS membership dues if you are a current full-time continuing
member, (regular continuing member dues $120). Additionally we will also request that your current state and
chapter please waive your chapter and state dues.
Your request will be considered if you are unemployed at the time your dues are due, you are a full-time current
continuing member and payment of those dues would create a financial hardship. Waivers will be for one year. You
will need to complete the attached form and submit it to NALS, 8159 East 41st St, Tulsa, OK 74145.
Name
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Address
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Member Number
____________________________________________________________________________________________
State Association
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Chapter Association
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Number of Years as a Member
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Telephone
____________________________________________________________________________________________
E-mail
____________________________________________________________________________________________
Fax
____________________________________________________________________________________________
By signature upon this form I am stating truthfully I am unemployed, my dues are currently due and personal
payment of dues would create a financial hardship.

_______________________________________________________________
Applicant’s Signature

Date

Please return this form to the NALS Resource Center by mail, fax or email with attention “Dues Waiver” in the
subject line. NALS contact information is in the header of this form or online at www.nals.org.
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